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 On January 26th, the Children and Families         
Committee of the Missouri House of Representatives held 
a public hearing about a bill that the Missouri Commission 
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH) is  proposing, 
HB1696, with Representative Rowland.  HB1696 is known 
as the SSP Bill (Support Service Provider). This bill, if 
passed, would allow MCDHH to have a funding source for 
private or nonprofit agencies in the state of MO to apply 
for a grant to provide their services to individuals with 
deafblindness and their families, and to provide training 
for SSPs.  Currently MCDHH is not allowed to give out any 
money to any public or private agencies. MCDHH’s           
executive director, Ope Sotonwa, is hoping that the        
legislators will pass this bill and authorize MCDHH to have 
a grant funding source to help other agencies.   
 MERIL’s acting CEO, Steve Bartlett, sent De Linda 
Kelly, Director of Communication and Transition Services, 
to Jefferson City to testify on behalf of MERIL. Steve 
felt this committee needed to know that MERIL is        
supporting HB1696.  De Linda invited Scott Dollar and 
Brandie Young, deafblind individuals, to go with her. A copy 
of De Linda’s testimony can be found on page 10.  Scott 
was able to testify his support, along with four other         
Deafblind individuals from Kansas City and St. Louis.  
 After the hearing was finished, De Linda, Scott and 
Brandie went to their local representatives’ offices,     
hoping to get a hold of their representatives and express 
their opinion about this bill and to ask for their vote. Both      
representatives were not in their offices but they left a 
message asking them to look into this bill.  De Linda also 
went to the offices of all other representatives that work 
for any of the nine counties that MERIL serves and spoke 
with them or their assistants. 

MERIL at the Capitol! 
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From De Linda’s Safari 

Hi there! 
This is Pinky,                         

De Linda’s elephant.                         
I’m sorry but De Linda won’t               

be in her office for the       
next two months. 

She wanted me to let you know 
that she just had surgery.                         
She is okay and resting. 

Lily, her dog who likes to lick, 
and I are taking good care of                 
De Linda so she can come back 

and work for you in June. 
For now, please contact Sarah 

Kurtz at sarahk@meril.org if you 
need any assistance. 

 

 ...Lily… Lily!! Don’t you dare                       
lick mama’s face!                      

You will wake her up! No!  

But...but what if my 
licks are magical and 
I can make her feel 

better faster?? 

Magical licks???                          
Yeah, right!!!!! 
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Interpreter’s Corner 
 

An update on the status of the RID certification                     
moratorium:  
August of 2015 a moratorium was announced for all       
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) certifications. 
National Association of the Deaf (NAD) was then invited by RID to participate in the           
development of a joint venture to create new testing measures.  NAD requested the 
moratorium be lifted by April of this year or accept the Texas test known as the BEI.  
However, after the RID Board Representatives were unable to commit to a definite 
timeframe for lifting the moratorium, and they did not address the NAD Board’s   
concerns regarding the development of a joint LLC, the NAD Board unanimously   
voted to decline the invitation. The NAD and RID’s partnership has dissolved after 
decades of supporting one another, and exactly what implications this will have      
remains unknown.  In the meantime, the NAD Board is encouraging the Deaf and   
interpreter communities across the country to engage in open, honest, and            
constructive dialogue on the important elements that define a successful and          
collaborative partnership. 
 
KCDHH Registration Information: 
For those working in Kansas as interpreters, there are new registration laws.              
Currently registration is free, so hurry and sign up by printing a form from the Kansas 
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing website and mailing it to the                
commission. There will be a biennial renewal fee of $100. In order to legally work in 
the state of Kansas, you must be on the registry. Interpreters, hurry and get on the 
registry today! Registration forms can be found with this link:  
http://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/RS/Documents/KCDHH_RegistrationForm.pdf  
 
The 2016 Missouri Interpreters Conference will be held in Columbia, MO, October 
7th - 9th.  
 
Bridge Interpreting is now on Facebook.  Please like us and follow our page, 
www.facebook.com/BridgeInterpreting! 
 
 

Interpreting Services Team 

Sarah, Lyndsey, Harrison, Chris K, April,  Chris B, and Michelle 
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 40 million American individuals who are Deaf, hard of hearing, deafblind, or have speech           
impairment rely heavily on mobile phones as their access to communicate with the world. Whether it is 
by emailing, texting, video message (Video Phone, Facetime, Glide, Skype, etc.), or social media (Twitter, 
Facebook, Snapchat, etc.),  they are using visual messages more than audio messages.  Hearing people 
are finding themselves using the same method as well, because it is quicker, convenient, and enjoyable 
to see the faces of their friends and family.  According to the Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, “Approximately 103 million adults and over 38 million children live in a household with only wireless    
telephones” (http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/wireless201412.pdf).  In other words, over 114 million 
Americans have a cell phone or do not have a landline telephone (the one you plug onto the wall) in their 
homes.  More Americans prefer to have a phone with them all the time to not miss any calls, and don’t 
feel a need to pay for two different phone systems. So they choose to get rid of the landline phone 
system. 

 The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) realized that something needs to be done in order 
to meet the rapid rise of mobile phone users.  With the landline phone disappearing, emergency call   
centers that handle 911 calls are finding themselves with issues, such as not being able to pinpoint 
where the call is coming from and dealing with static background or dropped calls from callers on their 
mobile phones. So the FCC passed a new set of rules, first to improve the 911 system by implementing 
the Enhanced 911 System in 2005, by forcing wireless carriers to disclose the phone number of the   
caller, and using their cellular towers to pinpoint where the call is coming from. Secondly, to implement 
the text to 911 capability by “enforcing text messaging providers to enable the public to text 911 in  
areas where the 911 call center requests text to 911 service.” Text messaging providers are cellular 
companies that provide texting options like Verizon, AT&T, Sprint, and T-Mobile.  

 The St. Joseph Police Department’s Communications Center is currently in the process of        
upgrading their 911 system to be able to receive text messages from a cellular phone in Buchanan   
County. They hope to start by the summer of 2016.  With texting capability being added to their     
center, they still ask that the first choice is to call 911 if you can.  If you cannot make the call or are 
not near a videophone, then you can send a text.  Text to 911 should not be the first choice to get help.  
Why?  Because when you call 911, the dispatcher would be able to pinpoint where you are calling from a 
lot quicker than if you send a text. When sending a text, you would have to give the dispatcher the    
address where you are at.  If you are having a heart attack and can’t speak for yourself, it is better to 
dial 911 on your phone and keep it near your mouth (so they can hear you breathing) rather than trying 

to find some energy to type your location and ask for help.  

 Not all counties in Missouri have or will have this text to 911 feature 
added to their call centers this year, maybe by next year.  It costs a lot of 
money to upgrade the systems so it will take some time.  Hopefully, by       
January of 2018, all counties in Missouri will have access to texting.             
Individuals in the Kansas City metro area (Cass, Clay, Jackson, Platte and Ray 
counties in MO and Johnson, Leavenworth, Miami, and Wyandotte counties in 
Kansas) can send a text to 911.  If you live in St. Joseph and are in Olathe for 

a party, you can send a text.  But if you are in Clinton, MO where their county call center does not have 
the capability, your text will not go through. It is very important to know which counties have text to 
911.  If you live in a county that does not have this, it is important for you to talk to your city           
representative and/or the county sheriff. 

COMING SOON to   
Buchanan County!! 
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Silent Lunch Social  
12:00 – 1:00 PM every Tuesday 

MALL IS THE FOOD COURT AT EAST HILLS SHOPPING CENTER, ST. JOSEPH 

 
 

Come meet with other Deaf, Deafblind, hard of hearing, & hearing signers! 
Watch MERIL’s and CRDC’s Facebook pages for announcements. 

May 3 - MALL 
May 10 - MALL 
May 17 - MALL 
May 24 - MALL 
May 31 - MALL 

April 5 - MALL         
April 12 - MALL         
April 19 - MALL 

April 26 –MALL 

June 7 - MERIL        
June 14 - MERIL        
June 21 - MERIL 
June 28 – MERIL 
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New Information! 

Churches for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, & 
Deafblind in northwest MO: 

Churches Using Interpreters 
 

Frederick Boulevard Baptist Church  

5502 Frederick Avenue, St. Joseph, MO 

www.frederickboulevard.com 

Sunday School at 9 AM, in ASL 

Worship at 10:15 AM, interpreted 
 

Living Word Community Church 

Gladstone Community Center 

6901 N Holmes Street, Gladstone, MO    
www.facebook.com/living-word-community-church 

Worship at 10:30 AM, interpreted 

Lunch social then bible study (interpreted), afterwards at the 
pastor’s home, 7600 N Park Avenue, Gladstone, MO 
 

New Life Cathedral 

323 N 8th, St Joseph, MO 

Worship at 10:30 AM, interpreted 

Wednesday at 7 PM, interpreted 
 

First Raytown Baptist Church 

10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO 

www.firstbaptistraytown.com 

Worship at 9:30 AM, interpreted & real time captioning 
 

Country Side Baptist Church 

14150 W 175th Street, Olathe, KS 

www.cside.org 

Sunday School at 9 AM, in ASL 

Worship at 10 AM, interpreted 
 

Redeemer Olathe Lutheran Church 

920 S Alta Lane, Olathe, KS 

www.redeemerolathe.org 

Worship at 10:45 AM, interpreted 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 

900 S Honeysuckle, Olathe, KS 

www.spcatholic.org/Deaf-Ministry 

Mass 10 AM (1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays), interpreted 

2 PM (2nd Sundays Deaf Mass, August to April) 
 

Prince Of Peace Catholic Church 

16000 W 143rd, Olathe, KS 

www.popolathe.org 

Mass at 5 PM on Saturdays, interpreted 
 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

11311 Johnson Drive, Shawnee, KS 

www.stjoeshawnee.org 

Mass at 10:30 AM (1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays), interpreted 

Any other churches not listed,                      
please notify De Linda at                                      

delindab@meril.org  

Deaf Churches 
 

Northland Deaf Church 

101 NE 70th Terrace, Gladstone, MO 

www.northlanddeafchurch.org 

Deafblind service at 9:30 AM 

Main service at 11 AM 

Wednesday service at 7 PM 
 

Deaf International Community Church 

Center of Grace 

520 S Harrison Street, Olathe, KS  

www.deafinternational.org 

Sundays at 10:00 PM 

Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 
 

Deaf Liberty Baptist Church 

7910 W 75th Street, Overland Park, KS 

www.deaflibertybaptist.org 

Sunday School at 9:30 AM 

Worship at 10:45 AM 

Wednesday service at 7 PM 

Services are in ASL and voice interpreted  
 

Overland Park Church of Christ 

1300 W 119th Street, Overland Park, KS 

www.deafchristianfoundation.org/deafministry 

Hearing worship at 8:15 AM (interpreted) 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM 

Deaf Worship at 10:45 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study at 7 PM 
 

Refuge Church for the Deaf 

12807 S Edinburgh Street, Olathe, KS 

www.refugechurchforthedeaf.com  

Worship at 11 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study at 7 PM 

 

New Information! 
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RTR/DCC (St. Louis Metro Round Table Representatives on 
Deafness, Inc./Deaf Community Center) is hosting                                   

DEAFestival this summer!                                                                                   

Be sure not to miss out on this event.   
It will be held on Saturday, June 4, 2016                                                    

9 AM to 5 PM                                                                          
UNION STATION                                                                       

1820 Market Street, in downtown St. Louis, MO 
  

We will have exhibitors and speakers from all over                         
in one spot for our deaf community to explore.  

Please visit us at our website STL-DEAFestival.ORG                    
for information about this event.  

Please register your admission through the website.   
 

ALSO, don't forget to purchase your ticket for the Gala        
Banquet that will occur in the evening hours of DEAFestival.  
We will have phenomenal people and entertainment there!                       
For more information, visit us at STL-Deafestival.org and                                

follow us at Facebook, St. Louis DEAFestival. 

http://www.stl-deafestival.org/
http://www.stl-deafestival.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1685833858310628/
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2016 Super Bowl Winner: Denver Broncos!! 
 Well, the football season is finally over with the Denver Broncos winning the 50th anniversary 
Super Bowl game on February 7th, against the Carolina Panthers in Santa Clara, California.  The score 
was 24 – 10, Broncos.  It was very strange having a 6th Annual Super Bowl Party with no snow or a    
blizzard outside! The last 5 Super Bowl Parties always have snow or a blizzard. This time, only cold and 
strong winds.  

 Marlee Matlin, Deaf actress and Academy Award winner, performed the national anthem in sign 
language along with Lady Gaga who sang.  A lot of Deaf people were upset that Marlee wasn’t shown on 
live TV.   Marlee was placed at least 15 feet from the front of the stage and was shown on a little 
screen on the jumbotron, next to Lady Gaga. But they only showed Marlee signing two words in a 2   
second timeframe on live television! The last time she performed was at the 1993 Super Bowl, with 
Garth Brooks. She was on stage, standing next to Garth.  We could not understand why the network 
had to keep the signer off stage.  It makes the most sense to have the signer standing next to the 
singer.  Maybe the National Football League (NFL), PepsiCo, or CBS didn’t want to see arms flapping 
around in the air while our national anthem was being sung.  Another issue that the Deaf community is 
upset about is the quality of closed captioning.  The captioning was slow or delayed too many times and 
there are several commercials that weren’t captioned or had poor captioning. So once again, the NFL, 
PepsiCo, and CBS station disappointed the Deaf community. 

 CRDC’s Super Bowl committee did a great job planning this event.  Eighteen people came to the 
party to watch the game and/or the commercials that are worth at least 3 million dollars each.  Two 
tables were filled with lots of delicious food, including pretzel rolls, BBQ chicken wings, lil’ smokies, 
turkey, ham and De Linda’s famous chili.  The committee asked De Linda to make two crockpots of chili 
because they remembered last year her chili was all gone very quickly.  Sure enough, thirty minutes  
after the party began, De Linda’s first crockpot was empty!  There was only 1/4 of chili left in her  
second crockpot. 

 CRDC held a 50/50 betting competition, and 6 people placed 11 bets with the final score they 
hoped the team of their choice would win with, but only one was a winner and that was Scott Dollar.  
The total prize was $55.00 and it was split in half, with Scott winning $27.50 and the other $27.50 
being donated to CRDC. 

 Everyone did a fantastic job helping De Linda and the officers clean up and put everything back 
in the right order after the party.  In 213 days, football will be playing again and CRDC will start    
planning again for 7th Annual Super Bowl party! 

Scott, with his     
winning money! 

36 eyes were watching the game,     
on a  projector screen. 

BIG SHOUT OUT TO THE 

Super Bowl Committee: 

Barry Critchfield 

Scott Dollar 

Ashley Burton 

Kevin Boone 

and Kitty Sutton 

De Linda’s famous chili, 
gone in thirty minutes! 
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Continued from page 1: 

De Linda, giving her testimony for 
HB1696 while Representative 

Rowland and Ope from                        
MCDHH listened. 

Scott, giving his testimony for 
HB1696 while Representative           

Rowland and Ope from                        
MCDHH listened. 

De Linda giving Brandie 
some tips  on how to talk to 
her Representative about 

HB1696, with an interpreter 
watching. 

Brave people getting Andy’s in the 
cold weather!  

Ashley (SSP), Brandie, Scott,                        
Krystal (SSP) and De Linda 

How was your custard, Ashley?  

 When De Linda, Scott, Brandie and their SSPs left Jefferson City to head home, they stopped 
in Columbia, MO for a delicious cup of Andy’s Frozen Custard.  They were shocked to hear that one 
SSP, Ashley, had never had Andy’s.  The temperature was very cold that day but nothing could stop 
them from having a nice, cold custard! 

 The next day, De Linda received an email from an assistant of Representative Neely, requesting 
a meeting with her.  Rep. Neely is the vice-chair of the Children and Families Committee.  De Linda 
drove back to the Capitol the following Monday, February 1st and met with him to discuss the SSP Bill. 
The next day, the committee met and voted unanimously to pass the bill, with 10-0 votes!  

 The bill was then referred to the Select Committee on Social Services. This committee did not 
call for a public hearing but they met on February 11th and once again voted unanimously to pass the 
bill, with 9-0 votes.  That meant that HB1696 would be going to the floor for a vote by all                                
representatives.  

 On March 2nd, HB1696 was Perfected (meaning the bill is finalized and cannot be revised                            
anymore). So this bill is getting much closer to the final vote with all members of the House of        
Representatives.  Senator Riddle decided to go ahead and file their SSP bill that she is sponsoring, 
without waiting for the House’s vote.  This does not happen very often where the Senate goes ahead 
and files a bill without waiting for the House’s final vote. Usually, they wait and see the outcome of the 
House’s vote first. The Senate’s decision to go ahead and start their process may mean that the House 
would most likely vote to pass HB1696.  

 The Senate received their SSP Bill, SB1048 (see page 11), and sent it to the Seniors, Families, 
and Children Committee to review.  The committee called for a public hearing on March 8th at 8:15 AM.  
SB1048 is not quite exactly the same as HB1696.  The Senate added “Subject to appropriations” to the 
first line of their bill; “Subject to appropriations, The Missouri Commission for the Deaf and hard of 
hearing shall provide grants to:”.  Ope told De Linda that he is going to try and convince the Senate to 
remove those three words, because HB1696 does not have that written in it and it is already perfected.  
If the Senate passes their bill and the House passes their bill, there would be two different bills and 
both the House and the Senate would have to debate and vote again on which bill to send to the       
Governor.  That would take more time to process and there isn’t very much time before the end of this 
year’s legislative session.  Let’s hope Ope can convince the committee to remove “Subject to              
appropriations”.         

 Steve Bartlett decided to send De Linda back to the Capitol again, to testify on behalf of 
MERIL.  So, Tuesday morning on March the 8th, De Linda, along with Scott Dollar and Brandie Young 
and her SSP, traveled back to Jefferson City to give their testimony.  When they arrived, they learned 
that the 8:15 AM hearing had been postponed to 1 PM.  Everyone from KC, St. Joseph, and St. Louis 
went to MCDHH’s office to visit while killing time.  Later, they learned that the 1 PM hearing was     
cancelled due to the filibuster during the previous meeting that went on all night. Filibuster means that 
a legislator (or a group of legislators) talks during a meeting, nonstop, to either postpone the voting of a 
specific bill or to kill it.  They also learned that earlier that morning the House of Representatives had 
voted to pass HB1696 with 145 votes!  This means that it is up to the Senate to pass their SSP bill. 

 The senate committee rescheduled their hearing for March 15th.  As of the time this newspaper 
was published, the committee had not cast their vote on SB1048.  If the Senate passes their bill, both 
bills become one bill and go to Governor Nixon to sign or veto (decline). Please watch MERIL’s Facebook 
as well as Cross Roads Deaf Club’s Facebook pages for updates.  De Linda will also give more information 
in the next newsletter.  
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 Remember Nyle DiMarco, the Deaf guy who won the America’s Next Top Model 

(ANTM) contest?  Ever since he won the ANTM, he has been very busy behind cameras, for 

different magazines and advertisements.  Well, he’s back on television!!  Dancing With The 

Stars (DWTS), on ABC, selected him as one of the 12 star dancers for season 22. He is 

paired with Peta Murgatroyd, a professional ballroom dancer.  What is with the number 

22? He competed in ANTM’s Cycle 22 and now DWTS’s season 22!  I suppose 22 must be 

his lucky number!  

 On Monday, March 21st, DWTS had their premiere (first showoff the season) and 

Nyle earned 23 points from the three judges which put him in a tie for first place, with two 

other star dancers, Ginger Zee and Wayna Morris.  Nyle was asked if he was able to hear 

the music since Marlee Matlin, Deaf dance contestant for Season 6, shared that she could hear the music with her    

hearing aids.  Nyle said that he cannot hear the music at all and relies on his dance partner, Peta, to show him the music 

in her moves.  “She is my music, I hear music with my eyes,” said Nyle.  Bruno Tonioli, one of the three judges, said to 

Nyle after he completed his first dance, “You could be America’s Next Top Dancer!” 

 The show will  be on every Monday night at 8 PM, on ABC.  There will be a few shows on Tuesday nights but not 

all the time.  Check your local listings to be sure.  The voting  system with DWTS is very different than ANTM.  DWTS  

includes votes from the public so it is very important to cast your votes for Nyle if you want him to win! There are three 

ways you can cast your vote:                                                                                                                                                                            

Website - http://vote-e.abc.go.com/shows/dancing-with-the-stars/vote/season-22  (you must sign in to vote)                                                                          

Phone number - call 1.800.868.3409 (you don’t have to say anything, just hang up after hearing a recorded message)                                                                                                                             

Facebook - http://apps.facebook.com/votedwts                                                                                                                                   

 Online voting on both ABC’s website and Facebook opens each Monday when the 

show begins at 8 p.m. eastern time (7 p.m. our time) and stays open until Tuesday at 8 p.m. 

eastern (7 p.m. our time) . During the show's finale week, online voting will open when the 

show begins at 8 p.m. eastern (7 p.m. our time) and will stay open until 11 a.m. eastern (10 

a.m. our time) the following morning.  You can vote up to 5 times each episode.  

 Nyle is literally breaking all barriers for the Deaf community.  He is taking advantage 

of his fast rising stardom to educate the community about deafness and that we can do    

anything except hear. He has been advocating for Deaf education for Deaf  students, Deaf 

grassroots and culture.  He started a new hashtag, #RedefiningDance.  This means that a 

person does not have to hear the music to dance or to enjoy the song!  

Nyle with partner,                                
Peta Murgatroyd 
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 After 4 seasons of Switched At Birth, Disney’s Freeform (formerly ABC Family) decided to stop producing 

(making) more shows with this TV Deaf family.  Season 5 will be the last one for us to watch and it will allow us to say 

goodbye to Daphne, Bay, Emmett, Ryan, and everyone else.  

 Why is the show being cancelled? Switched at Birth (SAB) premiered in June 2011 to 3.3 million total                

viewers and a 1.3 demo rating. The Season 4 finale drew 840,000 viewers and a 0.4 rating. So the number of viewers 

has dropped a lot, approximately 2,460,000 viewers have stopped watching SAB.  It costs a lot of money to make a 

show, so the number of viewers and the rating is extremely important to keep the show up and running.  

 You may be  wondering when season 5 will start airing.  SAB was supposed to start in April 2016 but ABC  

Family/Freeform decided to hold off and wait until sometime in 2017 to show the final season!  So we will have to 

wait a year before we can see the final 10 episodes of SAB.  This happened before with another TV show, Mad Men, 

that started out very popular but came to an end when the viewers and rating declined. Fans had to wait one year  

before seeing the final shows of Mad Men. De Linda will send a reminder in the newsletter next year when SAB is 

scheduled to air. 
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From page 1: De Linda’s letter of testimony for MO House of Representatives: 
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From page 9: A copy of SB1048 



Page 14 Silent Messenger 



Page 13 

Bowling Event 
WHEN: Saturday,  April 23rd 

WHAT TIME: 1  PM - ? 
WHERE: Southside Family Fun Center 

6938 King Hill Ave., St. Joseph, MO 
 

General Meeting 
WHEN:  Saturday,  May 7th 

WHAT TIME:  1  - 4 PM 
WHERE: East Hills Shopping Center,  in the food court 

3702 Frederick Avenue, St. Joseph, MO 
(NOT AT MERIL!)  

Please come to the meeting, we have a lot to discuss and to vote on,       
including discussion about a social group for Deaf senior citizens and 
plans for the summer. Please come and don’t forget your membership 

dues for 2016-2017.   Full membership (can vote) is $10 for single, $15 
for married couples and for partial membership (cannot vote),           

$5 for single, $7.50 for married couples. 
 

Miniature Golf Event 
WHEN: Saturday,  May 1 4th 

WHAT TIME: 5 PM - ? 
WHERE: Cool Crest Garden Golf 

1400 N Belt, St. Joseph, MO 
 

Nature Walk 
WHEN: Saturday,  June 1 8th 

WHAT TIME: 1  PM - ? 
WHERE: Remington Nature Center 

1502 McArthur Drive, St. Joseph, MO 

EVENTS 



CRDC Officers 

       Cross Roads Deaf Club would like to say thank 
you for attending the 2016 Super Bowl party.  It was a 
great and successful event.  For the first time there 
was no snow storm, so a lot of people came.          
Everyone had a great time at the party. 
 
 The CRDC 2015 Officer of the Year award was announced during 
the February general meeting.  It had been delayed due to De Linda 
getting the plague.  The winners were Scott Dollar and Sherry Thurn.   
Big congratulations to Scott and Sherry, the co-officers of the year award 
winners.  
 
 We want to remind everyone that it is about time to renew your        
membership.  For full membership (can vote) is $10 for single, $15 for   
married couples and for partial membership (cannot vote) $5 for single, 
$7.50 for married couples.  For high school or college          
students, the cost is $5.  Please contact any of the officers if 
you have any questions about the benefits of each           
membership. The new annual membership for CRDC will be 
for May 2016 to April 2017. 

Letter from Cross Roads Deaf Club- 

Alone, we 

can do so 

little. 

Together, we 

can do so 

much! 

  

Helen Keller 
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Brandie 

Enjoy your summer! 

OFFICERS WORKING FOR YOU!! 

Scott,       Ashley,            Brandie,         Kitty, 

President   Vice President    Secretary      Treasurer 



DON’T FORGET!!!! 
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April: 
LUNCH SOCIALS – 12 to 1 PM, every Tuesday, April 5th, 12th, 19th, 
26th @ East Hills Shopping Center, in the food court 
CRDC Bowling Event - April 23rd, 1 PM to ? , at Southside Family Fun 
Center, see page 13 for details 
MERIL Better Living 4U - April 30th, 8 AM - 12 Noon, at St. Joseph 
Civic Arena, Interpreters will be there, see page 12 for details 
May: 
LUNCH SOCIALS – 12 to 1 PM, every Tuesday, May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 
24th, 31st @  East Hills Shopping Center, in the food court 
CRDC General Meeting - May 7th, 1 - 4 PM @ East Hills Shopping    
Center, see page 13 for details 
CRDC Golf Event - May 14th, 5 PM to ?, at Cool Crest Garden Golf,   
see page 13 for details 
June: 
DEAFestival - June 4th, 9 AM to 5 PM, St. Louis MO, see page 7 for       
details 
LUNCH SOCIALS – 12 to 1 PM, every Tuesday, June 7th, 14th, 21st, 
28th @ MERIL 
CRDC Nature Event - June 18th, 1 PM to ?, @ Remington Nature     
Center, see page 13 for details 

http://www.nwmissouri.edu/rpdc/pace/traits.htm 

April Perseverance 

Demonstrating determination 
and commitment to                       
complete a task. 

May Patience 
Ability to remain calm and      
to wait for what you want. 

June Confidence 
Freedom from doubt and   

believing in yourself. 



Midland Empire Resources  
For Independent Living 

4420 South 40th Street 
St. Joseph, MO 64503 


