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Americaõs Next Top Model?  

More on page 10  

      First of allé.WHO IS NYLE DIMARCO???? 
  According to his website, Nyle DiMarco is 
Deaf, 4th generation of a Deaf family (parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents were Deaf).                  
Originally from Queens, New York, he and his 
family moved to Texas and then settled down in 
Maryland. After graduating from Maryland 
School for the Deaf, he went to Gallaudet      
University in Washington D.C. After he          
graduated with a bachelors degree in            
mathematics, he began traveling around the world doing many things.  
He now lives in Washington D.C.      

 He originally had a goal of becoming a math teacher, with hopes 
of moving up to an administrative position. But life took him on a      
different path.  He found himself as an actor for an independent film 
by ASL Films, then acting for a national TV show called Switched at 
Birth (a TV show about two teenage girls, one of them is Deaf, who   
discovered that both were switched as newborns in the hospital by   
accident).  There are several leading Deaf actors and actresses. For 
more information go to www.ABCFamily.go.com/shows/switched-at-
birth. 

 It was during that time that he was told by his friends, fans, 
and supporters that he should try modeling. After getting an agent, he 
started taking some modeling pictures and sent them to different       
modeling agencies, hoping someone would take notice. Someone did! 
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From De Lindaõs Safari 

De Linda  

 Well, 2015 is coming to a close, canõt believe the year is almost gone!   A lot of things have    
happened during 2015, so much that I canõt keep up. Hereõs the review of 2015õs top 15: 
 

  1: Gallaudet University recently hired the first female President!! Roberta òBobbió  
        Cordano from St. Paul, Minnesota, will begin her term January 1st, 2016. She will be 
      Gallaudetõs 11th president since 1864. And...yes, she is Deaf! (see page 8)   

  2: Nyle DiMarco, was the first Deaf contestant on Americaõs Next Top Model TV show 
      (see page 1). 

  3: Deaf West Theatreõs play, òSpring Awakeningó, is currently being shown on Broadway 
      in New York City! This is the second time for Deaf West Theatre to appear on  
      Broadway (first show was òBig Riveró 2003)! Several actors/actresses from  
      Switched at Birth are in this play (see page 11). 

  4: One of Switched at Birthõs leading Deaf actresses, Kate Leclerc, was contacted by 
      Hallmark Movies & Mysteries, and became a leading actress in three movies,      
           The Reckoning, Cloudy with the Chance of Love, and The Confession.    

  5: The ABC Family TV show, Switched At Birth, has been renewed for another season! 
      Thanks to the fans, the show will go on!  

  6: Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) came to a screeching halt with their 
      testing system for interpreterõs national certification. The test system is suspended 
      until further notice which means current state licensed interpreters or students  
           graduating from Interpreter Training programs cannot take the test to become  
      nationally certified (see page 12). 

  7: Missouri Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing just had their first Certified 
      Deaf Interpreter (CDI) training, which was held at Williams Woods University in  
           Fulton MO.  I attended the training with hope of becoming one of the CDIs in MO. 
      (see page 9). 

  8: Scott Dollar became the first Deafblind certified scuba diver for the Professional 
      Association of Diving Instructors. 

  9: The city of Wentzville, MO (near St Louis) installed the first tornado siren with LED 
       lights.  The lights will begin flashing when the sirens go off to alert Deaf and  
             hard of hearing citizens about a tornado in the area and to take cover. 

  10: Ozark Mountain Deaf Camp and Kim Snelling donated a total of $3,000 to the SSP 
       Directory that MERIL will develop for the Deafblind community (see page 12). 

  11: Helen Keller National Center announced that they will recognize September 19th as 
       the global Usherõs Syndrome Awareness Day, with the Usher Syndrome Coalition. 

  12: The World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), its Members and 1,312 participants  
               from 97 countries gathered at the XVII World Congress of the World Federation 
        of the Deaf in Istanbul, Turkey.  

  13: ADA celebrated its 25th anniversary!  

  14: Bridge Interpreting grew bigger, by adding 4 new staff interpreters. 

  15: MERIL finally bought the second half of the building at 4402 S. 40th Street and 
        Bridge Interpreting and Communication & Transition Services have moved. 
 

Wow!  A lot has happened in 2015, for the Deaf, HH, and Deafblind community!  Wondering what 2016 
will do for us? No matter how busy we get, we need to take the time to be with our friends and family. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to you, my friends!            
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Interpreterõs Corner 
 

Bridge Interpretingõs New Staff! 
 

Please join us in congratulating and welcoming Michelle            
DeMartino to the ever growing Bridge Interpreting team! She 
will begin her journey with us on November 2nd as an               
Interpreter Services Specialist. 
 

Bridge staff interpreters attended the annual Missouri Commission for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearingõs Interpreter Conference October 23 - 25, with the exception of Chris Kaster who 
bravely stayed behind to handle the phone.  They shared with the interpreting community 
about MERIL and Bridge as they do each year, as well as participated in educational                                
workshops, and cheered on De Linda, Harrison, and Scott Dollar as they presented their     
Interpreter & SSP: Effective Teaming with the Deafblind Workshop. 
 

Also, you may notice some new faces with the interpreters in the near future.  Itõs that time 
of year again, and Bridge will once again host interpreting students to observe their daily 
work and get a true taste of what it is like to work in the profession.   
 

Sign class started October 1st, the next session will start in late February or early 
March.  Contact Chris Kaster for information (816) 752-7490.  
 

Workshop Updates: 
 

Thursday, December 3rd, 2015 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm ð Interpreters of the Round Table ð Part 
One, Harrison Jones, Location: The Whole Person 
 

Thursday, January 7th, 2016 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm ð Interpreters of the Round Table ð Part 
Two, Harrison Jones, Location: The Whole Person 
 

Saturday, February 20th, 2016 10:00 am - 11:00 am ð Tax Tips for Terps, Judy Hausman,     
Location: The Whole Person 
 

Saturday, April 16th, 2016 8:00 am - 6:00 pm ð Mental Health First Aid, De Linda Kelly,          
Location: Northland Deaf Church 

Interpreting Services Team 

Sarah , Lyndsey, Harrison, Cassie,  Chris K, April,  Chris B, and Michelle 
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November 7, 2015 

10 AMñ11:30 AM 

MERIL 

4420 S. 40th Street 

St. Joseph, MO 64503 

De Linda Kelly, MERIL 

They are oils that comes from certain trees, flowers, and herbs and are proven to help with 
needs such as dry skin, headaches, difficulty sleeping, upset stomach, and so much more!  The 
seeds or plants were processed into oils and you can either put the oil on your skin, in                   

smoothies, or in a diffuser (scent machine) to make your home smell lovely.   

This is not only for women,  men can come and learn about                                                                    
products that were made for men too. 

This workshop will be presented by Jeanenne Zeider and Stacey Storme.   

Come on in and learn something new and ITõS FREE! 

What are Essential Oils?   

By Wednesday, Nov. 5th  

ITõS 
FREE 
and 
CANCELLED! 

 
Sorry for the        

cancellation.  We will 
reschedule in the 
spring of 2016. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0275/2899/products/parsley_leaves.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartsheep.com/essential-oil-junkie-tattoos-available-for-pick-up-in-mesa-clipart/dT1hSFIwY0RvdkwzZDNkeTV0ZVc5cGJHSjFjMmx1Wl
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Silent Lunch Social  
12:00 ï 1:00 PM every Tuesday 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Come meet with other Deaf, Deafblind, hard of hearing, & hearing signers! 

Dec 1 -  MERIL 
Dec 8 -  MERIL 
Dec 15 -  MERIL 
Dec 22 - MERIL 
Dec 29 - MERIL 

Nov 3 -  MERIL         
Nov 10 - MERIL         
Nov 17 - MERIL 
*Nov 24 ð MERIL 
(*see flyer on page 13) 

News From  Craigôs  Ballpark 

Craig  

The holidays are coming soon!!  

What are your holiday plans? 

Here are my 
Thanksgiving   
and Christmas 
plans :) 
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Churches for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, & 
Deafblind in northwest MO:  

Churches Using Interpreters 
 

Frederick Boulevard Baptist Church  

5502 Frederick Avenue, St. Joseph, MO 

www.frederickboulevard.com 

Sunday school at 9 AM, in ASL 

Worship at 10:15 AM, interpreted 
 

New Life Cathedral 

323 N. 8th, St Joseph MO 

Worship at 10:30 AM, interpreted 

Wednesday at 7 PM, interpreted 
 

First Raytown Baptist Church 

10500 E. 350 Highway, Raytown, MO 

www.firstbaptistraytown.com 

Worship at 9:30 AM , interpreted & real time captioning 
 

Country Side Baptist Church 

14150 W. 175th Street, Olathe, KS 

www.cside.org 

Sunday School at 9 AM, in ASL 

Worship at 10 AM, interpreted 
 

Redeemer Olathe Lutheran Church 

920 S. Alta Lane, Olathe, KS 

www.redeemerolathe.org 

Worship at 10:45 AM, interpreted 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 

900 S. Honeysuckle, Olathe, KS 

www.spcatholic.org/Deaf-Ministry 

Mass 10 AM (1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays), interpreted 

          2 PM (2nd Sundays Deaf Mass, August to April) 

Prince Of Peace Catholic Church 

16000 W. 143rd, Olathe, KS 

www.popolathe.org 

Mass at 5 PM on Saturdays, interpreted 
 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

11311 Johnson Drive, Shawnee, KS 

www.stjoeshawnee.org 

Mass at 10:30 AM (1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays), interpreted 

Any other churches not listed,                      
please notify De Linda at                                      
delindab@meril.org  

Deaf Churches 
 

Northland Deaf Church 

101 NE 70th Terrace, Gladstone, MO 

www.northlanddeafchurch.org 

Deafblind service at 9:30 AM 

Main service at 11 AM 

Wednesday services at 7 PM 
 

Deaf International Community Church 

Center of Grace 

520 S. Harrison Street, Olathe, KS  

www.deafinternational.org 

Sundays at 10:00 PM 

Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 
 

Deaf Liberty Baptist Church 

7910 W. 75th Street, Overland Park, KS 

www.deaflibertybaptist.org 

Sunday school at 9:30 AM 

Worship at 10:45 AM 

Wednesday service at 7 PM 

Services are in ASL and voice interpreted  
 

Overland Park Church of Christ 

1300 W. 119th Street, Overland Park, KS 

www.deafchristianfoundation.org/deafministry 

Hearing worship at 8:15 AM (interpreted) 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM 

Deaf Worship at 10:45 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study at 7 PM 
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Americaõs Next Top Model 

Come and support Nyle DiMarco as                                  
he competes to be the next top model! 

WHEN: Friday, November ??, 2015 
 

TIME: ?? pmð ?? pm  
 

WHERE: MERIL 
   4420 S. 40th Street, St. Joseph, MO 

   The reason there is a question mark for the date and time is 
because De Linda does not know when the finale will be.  CWõs 
website (www.cwtv.com) would not reveal the date for their finale. 
Also she does not know if Nyle will be one of the two finalists. So, 
De Linda will have to watch the next few shows to find out when 
and what time the finale will be shown.  
 Please keep your eyes peeled for immediate announcements 
on MERILõs website (www.meril.org), MERILõs FB page 
(www.facebook.com/meril4u), and/or Cross Roads Deaf Clubõs FB 
page (www.facebook.com/crossroadsdeafclub). 


