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Silent Messenger

Camping with
Ozark Mountains Deaf Camp
Last summer, MERIL and Cross Roads Deaf Club heard about
Ozark Mountains Deaf Camp (OMDC) at Table Rock Lake which was
attended by over 300 Deaf people. A few CRDC members shared their
interest in participating this summer. So this January, OMDC
announced the date of their next OMDC camp and CRDC made a
reservation for July 16–19th.
A few weeks later, OMDC contacted De Linda Kelly at MERIL
and requested a meeting to discuss their questions and concerns about
Deafblind campers. They wanted to make sure they would be able to
accommodate Deafblind campers if there were any. De Linda drove
down to Springfield, MO and met with them during one of the ice
storms Springfield had! A few weeks after this meeting, OMDC
contacted De Linda and notified her that they were very impressed
with the services MERIL offered to the Deafblind community,
especially with SSP training. They learned, from this meeting, that
De Linda has a goal of creating a statewide SSP directory which can be
accessed online. This goal, obviously, comes with a cost – developing a
website with search engines and more; which De Linda does not have
the funding to complete. OMDC was excited to share with De Linda
that OMDC selected MERIL as the recipient of their fundraiser, for
the SSP directory. De Linda was thrilled to hear this great news!
CRDC arrived at Table Rock Lake on Thursday, July 16th and
spent the rest of the day setting up several tents and getting air
mattresses filled. The next day, De Linda’s brother Don, and his wife
Kathy, came with their nice boat and spent all day driving for the
group. Don brought two big tubes to ride on. Most of us had never
ridden a tube before. We were grateful that De Linda is very good at
tubing and taught us how to ride. Two Deafblind people had

More on page 10

September, 2015

Volume 7 Issue 3

Steve Bartlett,
MERIL Acting CEO
Silent Messenger Editor
 De Linda Kelly
Director of Communication
& Transition Services
(816) 396-0234 (VP/Voice)
(816) 646-2775 (Text)
delindab@meril.org
Community Independent
Living Specialist:

 Craig Aslin

(816) 396-0239 (VP/Voice)
(816) 205-5540 (Text)
craiga@meril.org
Bridge Interpreting Services:

 Sarah Kurtz

sarahk@meril.org

Lyndsey Knadler



lyndseys@meril.org



Harrison Jones

harrisonj@meril.org

 Cassie White
cassiew@meril.org
(816) 396-8503 (VP)

 Chris Brooks

chrisb@meril.org

 Chris Kaster

chrisk@meril.org



April Merino-Brammell
aprilmb@meril.org

Bridge Interpreting
816-244-0834 (24/7)
interpreters@meril.org

From De Linda’s Safari
Earlier this spring, I made a promise to buy myself a kayak and I DID! I bought a tandem
(two seats) kayak. The reason I bought a two seat kayak, is because I have a lot of little cousins
in my family so I want to give them a lot of rides. Also I have several friends who are Deafblind
and if they want to ride with me, they can sit in the front while I paddle in the back. I named
my kayak “Yak to the Future!” :)

I want to apologize for not having a summer Silent Messenger newsletter for you to enjoy.
Things have gotten crazy in my safari (office). MERIL finally closed on the purchase of the
other half of our second building in St. Joseph. We began to clean up and get ready to move
several offices. We realized there were some issues that needed to be fixed. So my office was
pretty much in boxes for several weeks. I was finally able to unpack and make my office mine!
Also, I was quite busy with a lot of traveling this summer for conferences and meetings.
Harrison Jones, Scott Dollar, and I gave a presentation at an interpreter’s conference in
Kansas, called KAD & KA-RID Conference. We talked about how to work as an interpreter for a
Deafblind person, and how to effectively team with an SSP (Supported Service Provider). We
also trained the interpreters on how to work as an SSP when the SSP is not available. We will be
providing the same workshop during Deaf Empowerment at the MO Interpreters Conference
this October. Please look at MCDHH’s website, www.MCDHH.mo.gov/empowerment. You must
RSVP if you want to attend!
MERIL’s CEO, JC Dollar, has decided to step down as our CEO and enjoy the rest of his years in
retirement. Right now, our Chief Operating Officer, Steve Bartlett (my supervisor) is the
acting CEO. We don’t know how long he will remain as our CEO until the board hires a new CEO.
While Steve is the acting CEO, our job duties have shifted to assist him with some of his
responsibilities.
Well, I better get back into the wild safari and get busy with my elephants!

De Linda

CRDC GAME Night!
Thursday, September 24th

6 PM–9 PM
@ MERIL
We will play a game called Minutes.
There will be prizes for winners, so come on
down and play the game with us!
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Interpreter’s Corner
Bridge Interpreting’s New Staff!

Cashris
Kaster recently joined Bridge Interpreting
an Interpreter Services Specialist, assisting in

the daily operations of the non-profit interpreter referral service. In the past,
Chris served at MERIL [Midland Empire Resources for Independent Living] as a
Community Independent Living Specialist and as a Contract Interpreter with
Bridge Interpreting. She also currently works as a Video Interpreter for Sorenson
Communications. Chris brings a varied background of experience to Bridge
Interpreting, having worked in a wide range of settings including primary through
post-secondary education, Vocational Rehabilitation, employment services, social
services and much more. Chris currently lives at home in Clarksdale, Mo. with her
husband of 25 years, David. Together, they have two children, Melissa, 22, and
Meggan, 20.

A

pril Merino-Brammell has recently joined the MERIL team as an Interpreter
Services Specialist with Bridge. Growing up extremely close with her grandfather
who lost his hearing in the Korean War, she gained an appreciation for the impact
unreliable communication can have on an individual, as well as their family members,
and sought a career in minimizing those all too familiar gaps in communication . This
led her to earn her B.A. in Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences and Disorders from
the University of Kansas, as well as completion of the Interpreter Training Program
at Johnson County Community College. She has been working in the field for five
years, and feels fortunate to have a career she loves. Having spent twenty years of
her life living in the birthplace of basketball, April is a fervent fan of the Kansas
Jayhawks. She currently resides in Merriam, Kansas with her partner David, their
newborn son Wyatt, and Chihuahua named Karma. Some of her favorite activities
include nature walks with her family, arts and crafts, and camping.

Chris Brooks began working at MERIL [Midland Empire Resources for

Independent Living] as an Interpreter Services Specialist for Bridge Interpreting
in August of 2015. Previously, Chris was employed with Bridge in a temporary staff
position. As part of his collegiate requirements, he participated in and completed
the Skills Development Program at Bridge Interpreting, graduating from his
Interpreter Training Program at William Woods University in May of 2015. Chris
and his wife recently celebrated their first anniversary. Together they enjoy
traveling and outdoor activities. In addition, he is enthralled with cars and enjoys
discussing the topic.

Don’t forget that we are always looking for more contract interpreters. If you have any recommendations or
know of anyone looking to work with an agency like Bridge Interpreting, please have them get in touch with us
via email (interpreters@meril.org) or by phone (816-244-0834).

Interpreting Services Team
Sarah, Lyndsey, Cassie, April, Chris K, Chris B, and Harrison
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November 7, 2015

De Linda Kelly, MERIL

10 AM—11:30 AM

By Monday, Oct. 26th
Please email DeLinda at
Delindab@meril.org
Accommodations available
upon request

MERIL
4420 S. 40th Street
St. Joseph, MO 64503

IT’S FREE and FOR EVERYONE!
You will make 3 items to take home to use and learn how
to make a smoothie with one of their oils!

What is Essential Oils?
Its oils that comes from certain trees, flowers, and herbs and are proven to help with needs
such as dry skin, headaches, difficulty sleeping, upset stomach, and so much more! The seeds
or plants were processed into oils and you can either put the oil on your skin, in smoothies, or in
a diffuser (scent machine) to make your home smell lovely.
This is not only for women, men can come and learn about
products that were made for men too.
This workshop will be presented by Jeanenne Zeider and Stacey Storme.

Come on in and learn something new and IT’S FREE!
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News From Craig’s Ballpark
What?! The summer flew by quickly! I’m sure that we all have had a BUSY summer! Lots of
traveling for me! As you may know, I am from the St. Louis area. That meant a lot of trips to
my hometown. What did I do in my hometown? I visited with family and friends all around
St. Louis. I also went to Branson with my family to celebrate my grandfather’s 85th birthday
over the 4th of July weekend! It was great seeing my aunts, uncles, and cousins! At the end of
July, I went to Columbia to work with students with different disabilities to help them learn
leadership and advocacy skills at the Missouri Youth Leadership Forum. The highlight of the
trip was that the students and staff at the Forum met the Governor of Missouri! Stop by my
office at MERIL if you want to hear some stories about me meeting the Governor!
Now that my travels are over (for now), I am still exploring new areas ofSt. Joseph and Kansas
City! If there is a sight I need to check out, please let me know! I am still looking for the best
BBQ Kansas City has to offer! However, if you want me to check out Kauffman Stadium, I am
afraid this will have to wait until next year! :) If the St. Louis Cardinals and Kansas City Royals
play each other in the World Series in October, I would attend a game at The K this fall!
Did you do any traveling this summer? I heard that several Deaf people around St. Joe went to
Ozark Mountain Deaf Camp at Table Rock Lake a few weeks ago! I want to hear all about your
adventures!

Craig

Silent Lunch Social
12:00 – 1:00 PM every Tuesday
Sept 1 - MERIL
Sept 8 - MERIL
Sept 15 - MERIL
Sept 22 – MERIL
Sept 29 – MERIL

Oct 6 - MERIL
Oct 13 - MERIL
Oct 20 - MERIL
Oct 27 - MERIL

Come meet with other Deaf, Deafblind, hard of hearing, & hearing signers!
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Lane Knadler
Born: May 5, 2015
Weight; 8 lbs 4 oz
Height: 21 inches

IT’S A BOY!
Welcome to the world, Lane and Wyatt!
Both moms and babies are doing great!

Wyatt Unger
Born: May 28, 2015
Weight; 6 lbs 11 oz
Height: 20 inches
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On August 22nd, more than 15 Deaf, HH, and Deafblind individuals attended
Trails West. Seven interpreters from Bridge Interpreting provided the
connection to the music throughout the day. During the night concert, the Deaf
audience got to listen to Charlie Daniels Band playing some old and new songs.
He ended his concert by playing the old and famous fiddle song,
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia”, and oooohhhh
Charlie sure did beat the Devil that night!
The rain and a little lightening started around 8:30 PM but it did not rain
enough to cancel the concert. Everyone got a little wet but had a blast!
See you all again next year!

Stage and tactile
Interpreters, at work!

Dedicated SSP,
sitting in the rain!

Interpreters and their
equipment/water/bodyguard staff

Friday, October 23rd
(rain or shine)
3:30 PM– 5:30 PM
MERIL Parking Lot, 4420 S. 40th St., St. Joseph MO
Dress up in your favorite costume and visit the
decorated trunks for all kinds of treats!
CRDC will be there with their ILU board!
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September 20th—26th
is
Monday Sept 21st, 1-3 PM - DEAFTOWN, USA
First Baptist Church
121 East Jenkins St.
Maryville, MO 64468
As a motorist who is hearing, you find yourself in a town full of people
who cannot hear and communicate by signing. How would you
communicate with them when you don’t know any signs?
(Deaf, Deafblind, HH volunteers needed! Please contact De Linda)

Tuesday Sept 22nd, 12-1 PM - Silent Lunch Social
MERIL
4420 S. 40th St.
St. Joseph, MO 64503
Bring your lunch and socialize with the Deaf, Deafblind,
hard of hearing, and hearing friends!
Thursday Sept 24th, 6-9 PM – CRDC Game Night – Minutes
MERIL
4420 S. 40th St.
St. Joseph, MO 64503
Come and play several games and try to beat the timer!
Friday Sept 25th, 3-4 PM - CRDC’s Trash Bash
Meierhoffer Funeral Home
5005 Frederick Ave. (meet in the back parking lot)
St. Joseph, MO 64506
CRDC volunteers their time by cleaning MERIL’s adopted
highway through MODOT Adopt-A-Highway Program.
Please come and help keep St. Joseph beautiful!
Saturday Sept 26th, 6-? PM - CRDC Movie & Nachos Night
MERIL
4420 S. 40th St.
St. Joseph, MO 64503
SEE FLYER ON PAGE 9 FOR MORE DETAILS!
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Featuring the movie:

“Gerald”

(by ASL Films, all actors are Deaf!)

Saturday, Sept 26th
6 PM – ? PM

CRDC will be hosting their first nachos competition!
You bring your favorite dip or topping
(cheese, bean dip, avocados, chili, whatever). CRDC will provide
plenty of tortilla chips and one free can of soda. If your dip
requires a specific type of chips like Fritos, please let CRDC
officers know and we will get it. You are responsible for any
additional toppings (like cheese, sour cream, etc.). Each person
will be given a ticket and they will vote on which
dip or topping is the best tasting!
If you want to eat nachos while watching the movie but don’t want
to bring anything, you will need to pay $3 to CRDC.
The $3 will help with the cost of the chips and one free soda.
There is no cost if you only want to watch
the movie and not eat anything.
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From page 1:

the opportunity to ride on a tube, with De Linda on the another tube, watching very closely. If the

Deafblind person fell off the tube, De Linda would let go and stay with this person until Don turned
around and came back. Don and Kathy brought their two dashund dogs and at one time, Kathy rode on
one tube with both dogs on it! Kathy lost control of her tube when one of her dogs, Bella, climbed on her
legs. Abigail, the other dog, was left alone on a tube and saw Kathy in the water and was about to jump
when Ashley Burton, who was on the other tube, frantically tried to climb across two tubes to catch
Abigail! It was so funny to watch!! At the end of the day, Don surprised 4 people, who were in the boat at
the time, by driving them across the Arkansas border. They didn’t know that the lake could go far into
Arkansas. Before we went to bed, we ran to Andy’s Frozen Custard for some custard!!!!!
Saturday, three people went to Silver Dollar City, while all others just chilled at the campsite.
Then that night OMDC had a big cookout, where over 300 campers came together to socialize, eat pizza,
and try to win some raffle prizes. OMDC asked De Linda to talk to the group about the SSP directory
and why it is very important to have one. Scott Dollar and De Linda won a raffle drawing with a wood
block that has OMDC engraved on it (De Linda hung her prize in the community room at MERIL). One
Deaf man wanted to add another raffle by picking 2 winners to shave off his long hair and beard. He
asked Scott and Brandie Young to start with one half of his head and the two winners would finish the
other half. Scott shaved this man’s head and Brandie did his beard. When the party was over,
De Linda’s friend invited her to join them for some Andy’s and said that CRDC is welcome to join. OF
COURSE, CRDC couldn't say NO to Andy’s! So they all went back for another cup of some cold custard!
Sunday, we all were very hot and exhausted so we hurried and packed up then CRDC decided to
stop at Lambert’s Café, Home of the Thrown Rolls, for a delicious lunch before heading home. CRDC had
sooo much fun, that they are thinking of going back again next year! If you are interested in joining
CRDC at camp, please let any of the officers know so we can start planning!
DON’T JUMP, ABIGAIL!

The Gang!

Oh no, Sherry!
Crazy Hair Day!

Our campsite

Brandie and her
screaming SSP
Nice hat!

SHAVE IT OFF!!
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SHAVE IT OFF!!

Ashley felt like
a roasted chicken…. BWAK!

Ending the day @ Lambert’s
Silent Messenger
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In 2012, Scott Dollar met Jeffrey Dunlap and learned that he is a certified Scuba
Instructor. Scott became interested in scuba diving and saw the opportunity for the
Deaf, Deafblind, and hard of hearing community to learn scuba diving without having
to rely on an interpreter. How? Because Jeffrey is a certified and licensed interpreter!
Scott discussed with CRDC and MERIL an idea of having a scuba dive class. CRDC
and De Linda Kelly, from MERIL, gave him the permission to go ahead and set up the
first class.
The first class started in November of 2013, with about 12 people signed up, at
Sam’s Skin-n-Scuba in Independence, MO (www.skinnscuba.com). People enjoyed it
so much that they asked for another class, so a second class was created in the
spring of 2014 and 18 people participated. It was after this class that Scott became
interested in doing more than just the simple and basic class. So, in fall of 2014, he
decided to start the process of becoming a certified diver.
The lessons and the training had to be modified to accommodate Scott due to
his blindness, but nothing was impossible! Jeffrey and Michael McKinney (Deaf and
certified diver) worked with him and taught him all of the skills. Instead of seeing, they
taught Scott to feel what he needed to feel in order to do what he needed to do. With
the help of two SSPs, Scott was able to practice the skills at his parents’ pool. When
asked if it was hard to learn the skills, Scott said “No, it was not hard at the beginning,
but as the skills got complicated, then yes. For example, when I had to pull off my
goggles, while submerged in the water, I had to learn how to put them back on and
use my air bubbles to push the water out of my goggles. That was the hardest skill for
me.”
Scott did all of his lessons in the pool at Skin-n-Scuba, and passed the pool
tests. On August the15th of this year, he and his SSP went to Beaver Lake near
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, and met with Jeffrey, April Dunlap (his wife, interpreter and
certified diver too) and two other hearing students. Scott explained that when he and
his team began to go under the water, they practiced their breathing skills at 10 feet.
Then they began to descend further down to 15 feet, then to 20 feet, and finally
stopped at 25 feet. Along the way, he had to do some of the skills that the test
requires for certification. “We couldn’t go any further than 25 feet because the water
gets colder as you go further down. So after 25 feet, you will need to wear a dry suit
which will keep your body dry and warm from the cold water,” Scott explained. After a
couple hours of tests in the water, Scott emerged out of the water as a certified scuba
diver!
Next page
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From page 12

Jeffrey and Scott (assisted by De Linda at MERIL), have been searching online
to find out if there are any other Deafblind certified scuba divers. So far they have
found three Deaf individuals with Usher’s Syndrome, from three different countries.
Which means that these three individuals have some vision, but limited. So that
means that Scott Dollar is the FIRST Deaf and totally blind certified scuba diver,
through PADI (Professional Association of Diving Instructors)!
Scott expressed an interest in pursuing the next level of the certification, which
is Open Water Diver. Scuba divers must dive with a dive master or instructor, under
strict supervision. Open Water divers can dive with a buddy independent of
supervision. But, before Scott can start the training for Open Water, he must figure
out how to read the compass and the dive computer (gauges that show how much
oxygen is left in the tanks). Currently, there are no devices that
would help a Deafblind diver during a dive. There are devices
for the blind but not for the Deafblind. The devices for the blind
speak out loud, which won’t work for Scott. De Linda and Jeffrey
will not give up, they will help Scott find a way to complete the
Open Water Dive. Scott’s goal is to become a Master Diver, or a
Scuba Instructor, so he could teach and train other Deaf, hard of
hearing and Deafblind to be certified scuba divers.

Congratulations, Scott, from MERIL!

Checking gears…

Going down…

Scott and his Scuba Instructor,
Jeffrey Dunlap, getting ready
for the final test.

And… gone!

Scott Dollar, Certified Deafblind Scuba Diver!
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Letter from Cross Roads Deaf ClubWhat a summer, with all that rain! Cannot believe fall
season is here. Did you all have a great summer? We are so
thankful that we did not get a very bad flood. There were a
few small floods along the little rivers (not the MO river).
Besides the rain, we had several events that kept us
busy this summer.
We had our game night on June 6th. We played a game
called Minutes and the people really enjoyed it a lot. So much that we decided to have
it again, on September 24th. You need to come to this game night and we promise
you that you will have so much fun! :)
From July 16-19th, 6 people from CRDC went to Ozark Mountains Deaf Camp’s
(OMDC) 2nd annual camping event. We all had so much fun at Table Rock Lake near
Branson, MO. CRDC rented a boat from De Linda’s brother, Don, and went tubing.
Some of us had never gone tubing so it was a great learning experience. De Linda
and Don were very patient while teaching us how to ride. At the end of the day, Don
was very nice to drive his boat across the border of Arkansas for some of us.
On August 1st, we had our general meeting and an election for Vice President
and Secretary. We are excited to announce that Ashley Burton is our new Vice
President and Brandie Young is our new Secretary! This election is an
Alone, we
exception because we did not have a Vice President or Secretary since
can do so
November of 2014. They will have a shorter term, their term will expire
little.
in February of 2017 (election will be in November of 2016).
Next general meeting will be on November 7th, and we will have Together, we
the election for President and Treasurer. Their terms end in February
can do so
of 2016. Scott Dollar and Sherry Thurn were nominated for President.
much!
We are looking for more nominations. If you are interested or have
Helen Keller
someone you want to nominate, please contact any of the officers or
De Linda before October 20th.
OFFICERS WORKING FOR YOU!!

Scott

Sherry

Ashley

Brandie
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We want to give a BIG celebration shout for
Scott Dollar and his certification in scuba diving! His
journey to become a certified diver started with
CRDC’s first scuba diving class in 2013! We will
have another class in the spring. If a Deafblind
person can become certified, so can you, no
excuses! Watch the newsletter for more information.
CONGRATULATIONS, Scott! We are very proud of
you and your accomplishment!

CRDC Officers
Silent Messenger

DON’T FORGET!!!!

September:
LUNCH SOCIALS – 12 to 1 PM, every Tuesday, Sept. 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd, and 29th, @ MERIL
Deaf Awareness Week (in St. Joseph or KC area) –

Mon. Sept. 14 - Deaf Friendly Business Training – 1:30 - 3 PM, at Deaf Cultural
Center, 455 E. Park St., Olathe, KS
Mon. Sept. 14 - Tour at JOCO Sheriff’s Communication Center, 7 - 8:30 PM, at
11880 S. Sunset Dr., Olathe, KS
Fri. Sept. 18 – Un-Gala Boots ’n BBQ, 5 – 10:30 PM, at Heritage Center at
Mahaffie, 1200 Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS
Sat. Sept. 19 – KSD Homecoming, 450 E. Park St., Olathe, KS. For more
information, go to www.ksdeaf.org.
Sun. Sept. 20 - Nelson Atkins Art Museum De’Via Event, 12 – 4:30 PM, 4525
Oak St., Kansas City, MO
Mon. Sept. 21 – DEAFTOWN, USA, 1 - 3 PM, at First Baptist Church, 121 East
Jenkins St., Maryville, MO.
Wed. Sept. 23 – Hands On Doodles, 6 - 8 PM, at Johnson County Lackman
Library, 15345 W. 87th St., Lenexa, KS
Wed. Sept. 23 – Deafblind Social, 5 - 8 PM, at Spin Pizza, 14230 W. 119th
Street, Olathe, KS
Thurs. Sept. 24 – CRDC Game Night, 6 - 9 PM, at MERIL
Thurs. Sept. 24 – Olathe Chamber of Commerce with KCDHH and Deaf Cultural
Center, 9 AM - 12 PM, 455 E. Park St., Olathe, KS
Fri. Sept. 25 - MERIL’s Trash Bash with CRDC, 3 - 4 PM, at Meierhoffer Funeral
Home, 5005 Frederick Ave., St Joseph, MO
Fri. Sept. 25 – The Whole Person (IL Center) Open House with a documentary
called “Deaf People in Havana”, 6:30 – 9 PM, 3710 Main St., Kansas City, MO
Sat. Sept 26 – CRDC Movie and Nachos Night, 6 - ? PM, at MERIL
Sat. Sept 26 – Schoolhouse Rock Live! with Open Caption, 8 – 10 PM, Olathe Civic
Theater Association, 500 E. Loula St., Olathe, KS
Sun. Sept 27 – MCDHH’s & Able Hands’ Deaf Awareness Day at the Royals, game
starts at 1:30 PM

October:

LUNCH SOCIALS – 12 to 1 PM, every Tuesday, Oct 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th @
MERIL
MERIL Fall Festival – Oct. 23rd, 3:30 – 5:30 PM, at MERIL’s parking lot
MO Interpreters’ Conference – Oct 23 - 25th, Tan-Tar-A Resort, Osage Beach,
MO
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Midland Empire Resources
For Independent Living
4420 South 40th Street
St. Joseph, MO 64503

See you soon!
Ha ha ha

