
Helping people with disabilities  
and people who are aging 

live independently 
in Northwest Missouri. 

As we move 
into February, 
the legislative 
session in 
Jefferson City is 
in full swing.   
 

Governor Eric 
Greitens published his departmental 
budget recommendation on January 
23 for the Independent Living grant. 
Administered through the Division 
of Vocational Rehabilitation, he 
recommended to keep the 

Independent Living grant flat 
funded (no increase) from last year.   
 

As you may recall, we took a 40% cut 
from the previous year’s allocation, 
and we are hoping to restore all or 
part of these funds. Given the 
current budget climate, this will be 
difficult, but is possible. In order to 
make change possible, Centers for 
Independent Living must advocate 
for our legislative issues and educate 
our legislators about the importance 
of this and other programs and bills.   

MERIL has set up two workshops to 
assist in preparation for the March 

13 advocacy day in Jefferson City.  
The first will be in conjunction with 
the People First of St. Joseph meeting 
on February 8 at 3:00 p.m. The 
second one will be held at noon on 

March 8. Both workshops will serve 
food and will be held at the MERIL 
office in St. Joseph. 
 

Call or email me for more 
information: 816-279-8558, 
Rhonan@meril.org. 
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Legislative Advocacy: A letter from Executive Director Rob Honan 

Stay up to date with the latest news, events, and resources:            Facebook.com/meril4u            Twitter.com/meril4u 

An independent living success story with Money Follows the Person 

Money Follows the Person (MFP) is a program that provides 
funding for people with disabilities who want to live in their own 
homes instead of in a nursing home or residential care facility. 
MERIL provides information and personalized guidance to those 
who participate in the program. 
 

Jane Parman was living in a nursing home due to a broken femur 
and a cancerous tumor. She heard about MFP and asked the 
nursing home coordinator about the program. The coordinator 
referred her to MERIL, where she met with Lisa Gabriel to discuss 
the options available to her. 
 

Jane found an accessible apartment in Andrew County, and she 
has been living independently since November 2017. 
 

When asked how her life has improved since moving into her 
apartment, Jane said she loves the quiet, she sleeps great, the 
laundry facilities are accessible, and she likes the social interaction 
with other residents. Jane said she can’t wait until spring when 
she can sit on the patio and sip some tea and lemonade. 
 

“Without MFP, I wouldn’t get the resources to help me with 
independent living,” Jane said. 
 

Contact MERIL for more information about the MFP program. 
You can also visit http://dss.mo.gov/mhd/general/pages/
mfp.htm to learn more. 

Jane is enjoying life in her own apartment. 

Plan for our April 15 benefit! 
 

Our “Acoustic Noodles” 
fundraiser will include a full 
spaghetti dinner and an 
acoustic rock show at D&G / 
Cafe Acoustic in St. Joseph. 
 

More details coming soon! 

http://www.facebook.com/meril4U
http://www.Twitter.com/meril4U
http://www.facebook.com/meril4U
http://www.twitter.com/meril4U
http://dss.mo.gov/mhd/general/pages/mfp.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/mhd/general/pages/mfp.htm


MERIL assists in improving accessibility for city hall in Craig, MO 

The city clerk of Craig, MO contacted 
MERIL for assistance in planning the 
addition of a ramp at the entrance to 
the town’s city hall building. 
 

Paul Bergonzoni from MERIL 
assessed the building and found that 
the stairs to the entry presented a 
challenge because of the height of 
the entryway above ground. 

Many rural areas struggle to afford 
the changes needed to improve 
access to their existing facilities, so 
Paul recommended that a transition 
plan be developed so the city would 
have a timeframe to achieve the 
addition of a ramp. 
 

It took a few years, but a ramp was 
installed, and now those who use 

wheelchairs and other mobility 
devices can safely get in and out of 
city hall. As you can see from the 
photos above, a lot of materials were 
needed in order to achieve this goal.  
 

MERIL thanks those who worked to 
build the ramp and make city hall 
more accessible to the Craig 
community. 

MERIL is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization   4420 S 40th St., St. Joseph, MO 64503    816-279-8558    www.meril.org 

MO ABLE financial accounts will be discussed on KQ2’s Live at Five 

On February 13, MERIL will present a 
featured guest on Live at Five. 
 

David Pearce from the state treasurer’s office 
will share information about MO ABLE 
savings and investment solutions for 
Missourians who developed disabilities 
before the age of 26. 
 

The MO ABLE accounts feature a tax-free 
savings plan for disability-related expenses, 
as well as the ability to save and invest up to 
$14,000 per year without losing federal 
needs-based benefits.  
 

Visit www.moable.com to learn more about 
the program. 

The entrance before the renovation. The entrance after the addition of an accessible ramp. 
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