Helping people with disabilities
and people who are aging

live independently
in Northwest Missouri.

PCA Job Openings—
MERIL is hiring InHome Personal Care
Attendants for
Andrew, Buchanan,
& Nodaway counties.
www.meril.org/jobs
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A month of celebration: A letter from Executive Director Rob Honan
On April 15,
MERIL hosted the
“Acoustic Noodles”
fundraiser at D&G
Pub & Grub in St.
Joseph. The
purpose of the event was three-fold:
(1.) to raise funds for our
Independent Living Program, which
helps people with disabilities live
independently in the community; (2.)
to raise awareness about MERIL; and
(3.) to enjoy great music by local
band The Devil and the Southern
Fellowship.
We raised $878, and it was a true
testament of teamwork between

D&G, the band, and MERIL staff. I
especially would like to thank
Christina Grimes of D&G, and
MERIL staff members Jay Claywell,
Christopher Matthews , and Will
Vick (intern) for their hard work in
selling tickets, promoting the event,
and organizing the spaghetti dinner
that made this a successful first
annual “Acoustic Noodles.”
For the last three months, MERIL has
been blessed to have an intern work
with us to fulfill his requirements for
graduation and to get some handson job training. Will Vick did a great
job for us using his phone skills to
line up in-services at a variety of

Emergency Medical Services offices
in our catchment area, selling tickets
to the “Acoustic Noodles”
fundraiser, assisting those with low
vision and blindness, and getting
local restaurants to sponsor our
“Silent Lunch” Deaf and Hard of
Hearing events.
Will was also instrumental in
assisting Lisa Gabriel with our Youth
Pre-ETS event that will be held in
June. Once Will was given a task, he
tackled it with abandon until it was
finished. We have not seen the last of
him since he will be volunteering for
MERIL until he finds employment.
Thank you, Will!

We raised $878 during our first annual Acoustic Noodles fundraiser!

News-Press Now reporter Kristen
Carver (left) interviewed Rob Honan
during the benefit.

The Devil and the Southern
Fellowship put on a great rock ‘n’
roll show after the spaghetti dinner.

Twilight Gardens donated a
rattlesnake lawn statue for us to
raffle during the fundraiser.

We are planning to host a similar “Acoustic Noodles” event next year. Stay tuned for more information.
In the meantime, you can view photos and videos from this year’s fundraiser at www.meril.org/noodles.
Don’t miss the video of Rob Honan and Jay Claywell thanking the attendees and drawing raffle tickets:
https://www.facebook.com/MERIL4U/videos/1713994308690143/

Support our mission! You can do small things right now to help people with disabilities. Learn more at www.meril.org/help.

Moving home and setting goals with Independent Living programs
Money Follows the Person (MFP) is a
program that provides funding for
people with disabilities who want to
live in their own homes instead of in
a nursing home or residential care
facility. MERIL provides information
and personalized guidance to those
who participate in the program.
Two-and-a-half years ago, Michael
Van Sickle had an unexpected
seizure, which resulted in brain
bleeding. After emergency surgery
in Kansas City, he underwent
recovery in Lincoln, Nebraska and
Keokuk, Iowa. Mike was not able to
move to a rehabilitation facility
closer to his Northwest Missouri
home because no facilities in
Missouri are equipped to care for a
person who is quadriplegic and vent
-dependent.
Mike’s mother and guardian, Pam
Van Sickle, spent hours researching
online for options that would allow
Mike to return home. She discovered
the Money Follows the Person
program and contacted MERIL for
more information.
Lisa Gabriel, MERIL’s Money
Follows the Person coordinator, met
with Mike and Pam to begin the
process of transitioning Mike from a
rehabilitation facility to his own
home. Now, Mike lives at home and
is able to spend time with his family.
Mike also participates in MERIL’s
Consumer Directed Services (CDS)
program, allowing him to hire two
caregivers to help him with personal
care tasks.

Mike is increasingly independent living at home with his family.
Mike said he likes to be able to
manage his own care and hire his
own attendants.
Pam said that Mike is much happier
now that he is able to be around his
family and friends.
“MFP helped alleviate some of our
stress,” she said. “We are happier
that we don’t have to travel four
hours away, each way, to visit
Mike.”
Lisa and CDS Specialist Lauren
Lynch visit Mike periodically to
discuss other resources available to
him.

Mike has been able to access funding
from Missouri Assistive Technology
to help him obtain a transfer and
mobility (TRAM) device to assist
him with standing.
Mike has set a goal for this summer.
He wants to be able to stand at a
wedding he will be attending in
June.
With the help of MERIL’s
Independent Living programs and
other community resources, he is
well on his way to attaining this
goal. We wish you the best, Mike!

Thank you to Pizza Ranch for sponsoring “Silent Lunch”
MERIL hosts a monthly lunch social for people who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. Anyone is
welcome to attend. The lunches usually occur on the first Sunday of the month, but the
schedule may vary, so follow us on Facebook for announcements.
Pizza Ranch in St. Joe provided pizzas for our Silent Lunch guests in April. You can see photos
of the event on our Facebook page. Thank you, Pizza Ranch!

Stay up to date with the latest news, events, and resources:

Facebook.com/meril4u

Twitter.com/meril4u

Students with disabilities prepare for employment after high school
At Northwest Missouri State
University in Maryville, teachers and
IEP students in 7th through 12th
grade learned about the skills needed
to succeed in life after school.
The Regional Transition Network
(RTN)—which consists of members
from several agencies, including
MERIL, throughout the Northwest
Missouri area—hosted the event.
This year’s keynote speaker was John John Gilbert (left) delivers his keynote
Gilbert, a Paralympian wheelchair
speech to the audience.
basketball player who won a gold
medal in the 2016 Rio games.

John Gilbert (left) shows his gold
medal, with MERIL’s Lauren Lynch.

John grew up in Fairfax, Missouri,
and began using a wheelchair when
he was six years old after a spinal
cord injury. He started playing
wheelchair basketball when he was
10, and he has continued since.
From John and the other presenters,
attendees learned about the
significance that discipline, goalsetting, and self-advocacy can have
on employment success.

RTN members wearing Thrivent
“Live Generously” shirts.

Panel members speak to the audience
and answer questions.

A prescription reader for people who are Blind or have low vision
At MERIL’s office in St. Joseph, we have an
assistive technology demonstration site that
is free and open to the public.
This demonstration site allows people to try
out a wide variety of assistive devices—such
as phones and computer equipment—so
they can find a device that works for them.
Call us to make an appointment if you’re
interested in visiting the demonstration site.
This month we are featuring the ScripTalk
prescription reader. This device reads aloud
prescription label contents using an RFID
chip. This is useful because many
prescription labels provide only some of the
medical information in a Braille format. With
the RFID chip, the patient can hear all of the
information about the medication. Visit
www.envisionamerica.com to learn more
about the device.

MERIL intern Will Vick demonstrates the ScripTalk device.
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