
Helping people with disabilities  
and people who are aging 

live independently 
in Northwest Missouri. 

Several hundred 
disability rights 
advocates from all 
over the state, 
including five from 
MERIL, converged 

in Jefferson City on March 14 for the 
17th Annual Disability Rights 
Legislative Day. Advocates heard 
speeches about disability pride, 
guardianship legislation, ABLE 
accounts, Home and Community-
Based Services, and Independent 
Living funding. In addition to the 
speeches, advocates visited their 

state legislators to urge them to think 
of the disability population when 
making decisions on pending bills. 
 

MERIL was represented by staff 
members Jay Claywell, Lisa Gabriel, 
Rob Honan, intern Will Vick, and 
program participant Chris Fagan. 
The MERIL group visited all six 
house members and the two state 
senators in our service area. 
 

The message that we provided to our 
legislative delegation was that 
Centers for Independent Living 
(CILs) are critical agencies that keep 

individuals living in the community 
of their choice and that a major way 
to do this is to support HB 2002 (an 
appropriations bill) that would 
restore $1.8 million worth of state 
funding to the 22 CILs in Missouri. 
This is a significant restoration of 
what we lost last year and would be 
extremely beneficial.  
 

The legislators are on spring break 
next week and there is still a lot of 
work to do. Please contact me at 816-
279-8558 or rhonan@meril.org if you 
have questions or would like to assist 
us in our advocacy efforts. 

Support our mission! You can do small things right now to help people with disabilities. Learn more at www.meril.org/help. 

March 2018 

Advocacy matters: A message from Executive Director Rob Honan 

Join us on Sunday, April 15 for 
an evening of delicious food 
and great music! 
 

The benefit starts with a 
gourmet spaghetti dinner 
at D&G Pub and Grub from 
5:00 – 7:00 pm. Then, we move 
next door to Cafe Acoustic for a 
rock ‘n’ roll performance from a 
fantastic local band: The Devil 
and the Southern Fellowship.  
 

Don’t forget to bring a few 
extra dollars for our 50/50 
raffle! Raffle tickets will be sold 
at the venue during the event. 
 

Visit www.meril.org/noodles 
for all the details! 

Tickets are on sale for our benefit dinner and concert on April 15! 

Buy Tickets! 

http://www.meril.org/
http://www.meril.org/help
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/43-1667582
http://www.dgpubgrub.com/
http://cafeacousticlive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thesouthernfellowship
https://www.facebook.com/thesouthernfellowship
http://www.meril.org/noodles
http://www.meril.org/noodles
http://www.cafeacousticlive.com/event/acoustic-noodle/
http://www.cafeacousticlive.com/event/acoustic-noodle/


Stay up to date with the latest news, events, and resources:            Facebook.com/meril4u            Twitter.com/meril4u 

We made our voices heard in Jefferson City. Now it’s your turn! 

From left to right: Rob Honan, Jay  Claywell, Sen. Dan Hegeman, Chris Fagan, Lisa Gabriel, and Will Vick. 

MOSILC Executive Director Adonis Brown (left) with Chris and Lisa. Missouri State Capitol Building. 

Contact your state legislators: 
http://www.senate.mo.gov/
LegisLookup/Default.aspx. 

 

Read the GCD legislative updates: 
https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/

legupdates.htm. 
 

Learn about accessible voting: 
https://www.sos.mo.gov/
elections/goVoteMissouri. 

http://www.facebook.com/meril4U
http://www.Twitter.com/meril4U
http://www.facebook.com/meril4U
http://www.twitter.com/meril4U
https://mosilc.org/
http://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/Default.aspx
http://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/Default.aspx
https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/legupdates.htm
https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/legupdates.htm
https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/
https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/
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Freedom with Money Follows the Person and assistive technology 

Money Follows the Person (MFP) is a program that provides funding for 
people with disabilities who want to live in their own homes instead of in 
a nursing home or residential care facility. MERIL provides information 
and personalized guidance to those who participate in the program. 
 

Roberta Patterson was living in a nursing home due to an amputation to 
her right leg. The social services specialist at the home referred Roberta to 
the MFP program at MERIL. Roberta met with MERIL specialist Lisa 
Gabriel to begin the process of moving from the home into an apartment. 
 

Roberta has been living in her own apartment since January 2018. 
 

“I would not have been able to leave the nursing home without the  
Money Follows the Person program,” she said. “I am so overwhelmed. 
The MFP program is marvelous! Without MFP, I would not have the 
ability and freedom to be me!” 
           

In addition to using MFP, Roberta was able to receive items from Missouri 
Assistive Technology. These items, including a chair lift and rollator, have 
made it easier for her to live in her apartment. 
 

“I am so happy; I just can’t believe it!” she said. “Thank you to MERIL and 
Missouri Assistive Technology.” 

Register for MERIL’s youth pre-employment campout this summer  

Time is almost up to register for MERIL’s youth campout this 
summer. If you know of an IEP or 504-eligible high school 
student (who will be returning to school in the fall) in 
Buchanan or Nodaway county who would like to participate 
in this free, educational (and fun!) event, call us soon. 
 

The event will start at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 9 and end 
at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 10. Students will learn how to 
think about their abilities and employment goals, how to 
create a resume and prepare for a job interview, and other 
skills related to life after school. Plus, a lot of fun 
socialization activities! 
 

Learn more about the event on Facebook.com/meril4u. 

Roberta moved out of a nursing home 
and into a new apartment. 

MERIL provided a demonstration of assistive technology devices for Roberta. Pictured above are some magnifiers 
for people who have low vision. These devices, as well as devices for low hearing and limited mobility, are available 

for demonstration at our St. Joseph office. The demonstration site is free and open to the public. 

Lisa appeared on KNPG news. Click here to watch! 

http://www.meril.org
http://dss.mo.gov/mhd/general/pages/mfp.htm
http://at.mo.gov
http://at.mo.gov
https://www.facebook.com/MERIL4U/photos/a.181424771947112.43064.170795803010009/1655290894560485/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/MERIL4U/videos/1669256549830586/
https://www.facebook.com/MERIL4U/videos/1669256549830586/

