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News & Information
The ADA Anniversary
The 32nd anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, or
the ADA, took place on July 26,
2022.
Why is this so important? The
simple answer is that the law
signed by President George HW
Bush on July 26, 1990 is the civil rights law for persons
with disabilities.
Equal opportunities were created with this law in the areas
of employment (Title I), local and state government (Title
II), public accommodations such as office spaces,
restaurants, hotels, and even non-profit offices (Title III),
and telecommunications (Title IV). The fifth section of the
law, Title V, addresses such issues as prohibition against
coercion and retaliation, as well as encouraging the use of
alternative dispute resolution.
We must all be aware of this important law and be
thankful our rights are protected. But at the same time, we
must be vigilant in ensuring that our rights are protected
under the law, and continue to make sure that employers,
local and state government entities, and establishments
open to the public are open and accessible to all
individuals.
- Rob Honan, MERIL CEO

MERIL Founding Member Mary Tullis
Mrs. Tullis was instrumental in
realizing a dream when she
established MERIL in 1994. She
and other brain injury advocates
started MERIL as a support group
for brain injury survivors.

Rob Honan met with St. Joseph Mayor John Josendale to
celebrate the ADA. The mayor proclaimed Tuesday, July
26, 2022 as "Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 32nd
Anniversary Recognition Day."

Voting Assistance: Register Before October 12
If you would like to register to vote in the November
election, this must be completed by October 12th. If you
would like to register to vote, the best option is to contact
the clerk in the county in which you reside.
The Buchanan County clerk’s office is located at 411 Jules
in downtown St. Joseph, and they can be reached at 816271-1412 for further assistance.
MERIL staff can also provide you a voter registration form
and help you fill it out if necessary. Please contact Robert
Miller at robertm@meril.org or 816-279-8558.

The original MERIL was housed at
the old Heartland Hospital and the
Everyone should verify their registration!
organization’s first funding arrived
in late 1994 in order to provide four Before October 12, every voter should visit
core services of independent living. www.sos.mo.gov/elections/voterlookup to
make sure your voter registration is current and that you
She passed away this past spring and her vision will not be
know the address of your polling location. If there are any
soon forgotten.
issues with your registration, you need to contact your
The obituary can be read here: https://www.newspress
“local election authority” immediately by visiting
now.com/obituaries/tullis-mary-a-1932-2022-st-josephwww.sos.mo.gov/elections/govotemissouri/
mo/article_28834116-02c7-5f67-8dd9-2e53a40a3e34.html
localelectionauthority or by calling 1-800-669-8683.
Stay up to date with the latest news, events, and resources:

Facebook.com/meril4u

Twitter.com/meril4u

Proclamation: City of St. Joseph, Missouri.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
32nd Anniversary Recognition Day.
Whereas, on July 26, 1990, President George H. W.
Bush signed into law the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) to ensure the civil rights of people with
disabilities and our nation committed itself to
eliminating discrimination against people with
disabilities; and Whereas, through the ADA
opportunities for Americans with disabilities has
expanded by the reduction of barriers, changing
perceptions, and increasing full participation in
community life; and Whereas, MERIL plays a critical
role in implementing the ADA, working towards a
future in which all doors are open equality of
opportunity, full participation, independent living,
integration and economic self-sufficiency for all
persons with disabilities, and Whereas, MERIL has
served this region for over 28 years, and is poised to
dramatically affect it for many more years; and
Whereas, I, along with the entire City Council, would
like to recognize the progress that has been made
through hard work and dedication of many
individuals and organizations, and by reaffirming the
principles of equality and inclusion and recommit our
efforts to reach full ADA compliance. Now Therefore,
I, John Josendale, by virtue of the authority vested in
me as Mayor of the City of St. Joseph, do hereby
proclaim Tuesday, July 26, 2022 as “Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) 32nd Anniversary Recognition
Day” in St. Joseph, Missouri.

Social Media Reach Is Important!
MERIL has an active Facebook page, but would like
your help in making it even more active.
If you “like” MERIL on Facebook, this will increase
our social media reach. If this happens, more people
in need will hear about us, and we will be able to
help more people.
So give it a try! Promote MERIL in the northwest
corner of Missouri on Facebook!
www.Facebook.com/meril4u

Transition Training Institute
Lauren Lynch presents at DESE conference!
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE) invited MERIL staff member Lauren
Lynch to present information about Centers for
Independent Living (CILs) at the 2022 Transition
Training Institute conference.
At this statewide conference, Lauren spoke about the
resources available to students with disabilities who are
transitioning to life after school, including:









Consumer Directed Services (CDS)
In‐Home Personal Care Attendant (PCA) Services
In‐Home Nursing Services
Show Me Home
Adult Brain Injury (ABI) Program
Regional Transition Network (RTN)
Vocational Rehabilitation
Missouri Assistive Technology

The full presentation can be found at https://
dese.mo.gov/special-education/effective-practices/
postsecondary-transition.

Lauren Lynch is a MERIL CDS Specialist, a Certified Family
Life Educator, a TAP-certified assistive technology
professional, and an expert in independent living programs
and resources.

https://dese.mo.gov/media/pdf/tti-22-centers-independent-living-services-and-programs-l-lynch

MERIL Caregivers Are Amazing!
We help caregivers find part-time jobs!
MERIL accepts applications for caregivers to work for a
Consumer Directed Services (CDS) participant, and/or to
work for participants in MERIL’s In-Home Services program.
Caregivers help people with disabilities with personal care
tasks, such as cooking, cleaning, shopping, and bathing.
Caregivers do not need any prior experience and the hours
are flexible. Visit meril.org/caregivers to learn more.
Caregivers make a big difference in the lives of people with
disabilities, making it possible for them to live independently
in their own homes and communities. By working for a
MERIL participant, caregivers also support all of the other
Independent Living (IL) services MERIL provides.
For providing care to our participants and for supporting our
services, we appreciate the caregivers who partner with us to
fulfill our IL mission. Thank you!
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Caregivers are
needed in all
nine counties!

St. Joseph
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Apply in our St. Joseph or Maryville office to become a caregiver!
If you are responsible and have a passion for helping people with disabilities live independently in their homes,
we want you to work for a MERIL participant! Visit www.meril.org/caregivers to learn more.

Learn more at meril.org/tools

Our MERIL Community

Maria Brandt, Jima Dempsey, and Rob Honan attended
the MOCIL Independent Living Summit!

Rob Honan and Amber King attended the Red Carpet
resource and job fair in St. Joseph!

Lauren Lynch and work-study student Bethany Conley
celebrated student employment week at NWMSU.

We have a new sign in front of the MERIL branch office
in Maryville!

Rob Honan, Lauren Lynch, and Ashley Tucker attended
the Power Up conference!

MERIL staff enjoyed ice cream on a warm summer day!

Making a Difference at MERIL
Your contribution will help change lives!
Donations to MERIL help fund programs that assist
people with disabilities in their goal to live a full life in
their homes and communities.
Please consider a financial gift to MERIL. You may mail
a check, use our PayPal link , or donate on Facebook.
In addition to donating, you can help us immensely by
spreading the word about our services. The more people
who know about us, the more we can help.

Visit www.meril.org/help to read more about people
who have benefited from our services.

We thank all of the kind
people who help us fulfill our
mission by making charitable
contributions, and donating
assistive devices and durable
medical equipment.

If you go to smile.amazon.com and shop, Amazon
will donate 0.5% of your purchase amount to a
nonprofit of your choice. We hope you choose MERIL
as your donation recipient!

Independent Living with “Show Me Home”
and Assistive Tools!
Show Me Home (SMH), formerly known as Money
Follows the Person (MFP), is a program that provides
funding for people with disabilities who want to live in
their own homes instead of in a residential care facility.
MERIL provides information and personalized guidance
to those who participate in the program. MERIL’s Lisa
Gabriel helped coordinate Nancy’s (pictured left)
transition to independent living in the community, with
funding from the SMH program and assistance from
Missouri Assistive Technology.
Nancy said it was a very long road and there were many
barriers along the way, but she and her support team
were able to problem solve and find her a safe and
accessible apartment. The SMH program will assist
Nancy for another 12 months to provide resources and
assistance when needed.
“I was so happy that my team hung in there with me
until the end, and now look where I am, I have my very
own place to call home,” Nancy said. “I have my life
back.”
Contact MERIL for more information about nursing
home transition services.

Helping people with disabilities
and people who are aging

live independently
in Northwest Missouri.
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Northwest Missouri’s Center for Independent Living
Since 1994, MERIL has provided five core services for people
with disabilities in our nine-county service area:






Information and referral
Independent Living skills training
Transition services (youth and nursing home)
Peer support
Advocacy

Our vision is: A Barrier-Free Northwest Missouri.
Our mission is: Empowering people to live life fully.

Worth
Atchison
Nodaway

Gentry
Holt
Andrew
DeKalb

More than half of our board members and staff have a
disability. We use our personal experiences to see the abilities
that people have, and we respect people for who they are.
We believe people with disabilities should have control over
their own lives, achieve their own goals, and fully participate
in their communities.

Buchanan
Clinton

Learn more about Centers for Independent Living (CILs) in
Missouri at www.mosilc.org and at www.mocil.org.

Call us. Tell us about your health condition or
disability. We’ll help you get the resources you
need to live independently.
MERIL offers a wide variety of services and
resources for people with disabilities.
Our most popular service is our Consumer
Directed Services (CDS) program, which allows a
person to hire a caregiver of their choice to perform
personal care tasks in their home.

We help caregivers find part-time jobs!
MERIL helps the CDS participant (the person with
a disability) find a potential employee (caregiver).
Anyone who is interested in becoming a caregiver
should contact MERIL to fill out an application. The
hours are flexible and no experience is required.
Midland Empire Resources for Independent Living (MERIL) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization governed by a board of directors:
Christy McGuire (chair), Kelly Narowski (vice-chair), Mary Clements (treasurer), Chris Fagan (secretary), Tammy Blakely
(director), Emily Bravo (director), Brad Haggard (director), Kleci Moss (director), Kim Wright (director), and Robert Honan (CEO).

